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Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, March 1 
SCFA Monthly Meeting 
Location: Melbourne Public Library, 540 E. Fee Ave. 
Melbourne, small conference room by reference desk 
Topic: Would there be churches if no one believed in god? 
 
Sunday, March 8 
SCFA Adopt-A-Road 
10:00am at Palm Bay Rd. & Stack in Amscot park-
ing lot (near Stack entrance). 
 
Sunday, April 5 
SCFA Monthly Meeting 
Location: House of Joe, 1220 W New Haven, W. 
Melbourne, (north side of Hwy 192) 
Topic: Book discussion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, April 9—12 
American Atheists National Convention, Atlanta, GA 
Come see Richard Dawkins and many others.  Plus 
they’re having a mass de-baptism ceremony! 
atheists.org/events/National_Convention 
 
Want to keep informed of SCFA events & dis-
cussions?  Join atheists.meetup.com/569/ 
 
9 in ‘09 (www.au.org) 
 
Americans United has a “9 in ‘09” project to press 
the new administration to repair Bush’s damage: 
 

1. Restrict Faith-Based Funding 
2. Ban Faith-Based Job Bias 
3. Select Good Judges 
4. Reform Justice Department 
5. Stop School Vouchers 
6. Protect Military Personnel 
7. Defend Sound Science 
8. Resist Church Politicking 
9. Oppose Sectarian Symbolism 

 

FREELY SPEAKING 
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This meeting’s talking points  

(Would there be churches if no one be-
lieved in god?) 

 
• What are the non-religious roles of churches 

and how do they affect society? 
• Should atheists have their own churches? 

 
Next meeting’s talking points 

(Book discussion) 
 

This is a good excuse to finally read that free-
thought book you’ve been meaning to and discuss 
is with the rest of us.  Or just come and get some 
ideas on what you might like to read next. 

Space Coast Freethought Association 
 

(SCFA) is a nonprofit community of reason-based 
individuals organized to facilitate social interaction, 
promote the non-theistic, rationalist viewpoint as a 
valid contribution to public discourse, reinforce the 
First Amendment guarantee of separation between 
government and religion through education and  
activism, and work in coalition with like-minded  
organizations where joint action is needed to 
achieve these goals.  
 

SCFA Board of Directors 
Doug Cramer, president 
Bob Long, vice-president 

Cameo Johnson-Cramer, secretary 
Steven Brown 
Mike Sweeney 

American Atheists Store 
atheists.org/store/ 

 
 
 
 

   Pins & necklaces   Key rings        License plates 
 
 

Gel bracelets 
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National  
 
Obama creates faith advisory panel, fails to change 
faith-based funding rules (2/5) 
 
‘President Barack Obama announced today that he 
is taking the unprecedented and troubling step of 
forming a federal advisory committee to be made 
up mostly of religious leaders. Also of great con-
cern, President Obama will increase federal funds 
going to religious organizations without first chang-
ing the Bush-era rules allowing federally-funded re-
ligious organizations to apply religious hiring tests 
to employees... Although the president restated to-
day his earlier campaign commitment to end the 
discriminatory hiring practices of government-
funded religious groups that President Bush allowed, 
he deferred changing the rules. As a result, poten-
tially hundreds of billions of dollars of new federal 
spending in the economic stimulus package now be-
fore the Senate could be distributed under the exist-
ing rules that allow discrimination in hiring in feder-
ally-funded programs.’ – ACLU  
 
Stimulus package attacked as “anti-religious” (2/9) 
 
Some conservatives have criticized a provision in 
the stimulus package banning higher education 
funds in the bill from being used on a “school or de-
partment of divinity” because they claim it would 
interfere with religious student groups meeting in 
buildings that might be funded by a few tax dollars. 
As Barry Lynn of Americans United points out, ‘It 
simply prohibits federal construction funds to be 
used for college buildings that are mainly for reli-
gious purposes.  This rule is consistent with at least 
three major Supreme Court decisions.’  
– BeliefNet.com 
 
Supreme Court to hear Mojave cross case (2/24) 
 
‘At issue is an eight-foot-tall cross in the Mojave Na-
tional Preserve in San Bernardino County...The 
American Civil Liberties Union objected to the cross 
and filed a suit on behalf of Frank Buono, a Catholic 
and former Park Service employee...Two years ago, 
the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals ruled for the 
ACLU and declared the cross an "impermissible gov-
ernmental endorsement of religion." Congress had 
intervened to save the cross. It ordered the Interior 
Department to transfer to the VFW one acre of land 
where the cross stood. The 9th Circuit judges ...  
 
 

National Con’t 
 
Supreme Court to hear Mojave cross case con’t 
 
were unswayed, however. Bush administration law-
yers appealed to the Supreme Court last fall and 
said the "seriously misguided decision" would re-
quire the government "to tear down a cross that has 
stood without incident for 70 years as a memorial to 
fallen service members."...Arguments will be heard 
in October, and Obama administration lawyers will 
be in charge of defending the presence of the cross.’ 
– Los Angeles Times 
 
Supreme Court rules against religious group want-
ing to place their religious monument next to Ten 
Commandments in public park (2/25) 
 
‘The case centered on Pleasant Grove City, Utah, 
which displays a Ten Commandments monument in 
a public park. A religious group called Summum 
sought the right to erect its “Seven Aphorisms” in 
the park as well. When city officials declined, Sum-
mum sued, arguing that its free-speech rights had 
been violated. The Supreme Court analyzed the 
case under free-speech law, ruling 9-0 that it would 
be impractical to force communities to permanently 
erect every monument they are given. Americans 
United filed a friend-of-the-court brief ... [arguing] 
that these monuments are government speech that 
must respect the separation of church and state, a 
stance the court affirmed. Lynn said the case should 
have been analyzed under church-state doctrine.’ – 
Americans United  
  
Obama moves to rescind “conscience” clause (2/27) 
 
The “conscience” clause is ‘a Bush administration 
regulation, enacted in December, that cuts off fed-
eral funding for thousands of state and local gov-
ernments, hospitals, health plans, clinics and other 
entities if they do not accommodate doctors, 
nurses, pharmacists or other employees who refuse 
to participate in care they feel violates their per-
sonal, moral or religious beliefs.’ ‘Administration of-
ficials stressed that the proposal will be subject to 
30 days of public comment, which could result in a 
compromise. They said they remain committed to 
seeking a middle ground but acknowledged that will 
not always be possible.’ – Washington Post  
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Church-State Update            
 

A Report on Church-State Legal Issues Affecting Brevard County Citizens  


